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KSC-OFFICIAL PUBLIC

Kosovo Specialist Chambers - Basic Court

Tuesday, 11 February 2025

[Open session]

[The accused entered the courtroom]
—-—- Upon commencing at 9.00 a.m.

PRESIDING JUDGE SMITH: Madam Court Officer, please call the
case.

THE COURT OFFICER: Good morning, Your Honours. This is file
KSC-BC-2020-06, The Specialist Prosecutor versus Hashim Thaci,

Kadri Veseli, Rexhep Selimi, and Jakup Krasnigi.

PRESIDING JUDGE SMITH: Thank you.

The record will reflect that all of the accused are present in
court.

You were going to check on the background information of a
proposed exhibit MFI 1D00246. Was there any information?

MR. HALLING: It was obtained via open source, Your Honour.

PRESIDING JUDGE SMITH: So we don't know where it came from
or --

MR. HALLING: I don't have the exact URL to hand, but obtained
from the internet.

PRESIDING JUDGE SMITH: Okay.

So as to 1D00246, the Panel finds that due to lack of
information on its origin, as the witness was not able to comment on
its content, that the prima facie authenticity and reliability of the
document is not established at this time.

Therefore, the Panel denies admission of 1D00246 MFI without
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prejudice.

This concludes the Panel's first order.

Yesterday, during W04290's testimony, the Panel marked for
identification MFI P02034.

Having considered the parties' submissions, the Panel considers
that MFI P02034 does not meet the prima facie requirements of
Rule 138 as W04290 does not know who authored the document and was
not able to comment on the specific meeting mentioned in the
document.

Therefore, the Panel denies the admission of MFI P02034 without
prejudice.

This concludes the Panel's oral order.

We will now continuing hearing the evidence of Prosecution
Witness W04290.

Madam Court Officer, please bring the witness in.

[The witness takes the stand]

PRESIDING JUDGE SMITH: [Microphone not activated].

I note for the record that Duty Counsel, Mr. Qerkini, is present
in the courtroom with the witness.

Good morning, Witness.

THE WITNESS: [Interpretation] Good morning.

PRESIDING JUDGE SMITH: Today we're going to continue your
testimony.

I remind you to please try to answer the questions clearly, with

short sentences. If you don't understand a question, feel free to
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ask counsel to repeat the question or tell them that you don't
understand and they will clarify. Also, please remember to try to
indicate the basis of your knowledge of the facts and circumstances
upon which you will be questioned.

I remind you that you are still under an obligation to tell the
truth as stated by you in your solemn declaration. I also remind you
that the assurances provided to you yesterday by the Panel - namely
that any response provided to relevant questions will not be used
either directly or indirectly against you in any subsequent
prosecution before the Specialist Chambers except under Article 15(2)
of the Law and Rule 65 - are still applicable and that refusal to
give testimony may be sanctioned with the imposition of a fine.

Please also remember to speak into the microphone and wait five
seconds before answering a question, and then speak at a slow pace
for the interpreters to catch up.

And, finally, if you feel the need to take a break, please let
us know and we will accommodate you.

We continue with the Prosecution's questions.

Please, Mr. Prosecutor, you have the floor.

MR. HALLING: Thank you, Your Honour.

WITNESS: SYLEJMAN SELIMI [Resumed]
[The witness answered through interpreter]
Examination by Mr. Halling: [Continued]

Q. Good morning, Witness.

A. Good morning.
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Q. I'd like to continue with the topic of the military police that
we finished on yesterday. You were saying yesterday that Sahit
Jashari was stationed at Likoc and that the military police unit was
there.

MR. HALLING: And this is, for the record, real time transcript

page 82.

Q. Do you remember that testimony?

A. Yes, that's correct.

Q. Were there interrogations of arrested persons at Likoc?

A. There were no arrested persons in my opinion. There were,

perhaps, people gquestioned or interrogated or something of that sort
but not arrestees.
Q. When you say there were no arrested persons in your opinion,
were there arrested persons interrogated or not?
A. I do not recall there being any such persons.
Q. Okay. So now you've said that you don't recall. 1Is your
evidence that there were no such people interrogated or that you
don't remember if there were?
A. To my knowledge, I did not have any information about any person
detained or arrested. There were, perhaps, people gquestioned,
including soldiers, in order to obtain certain information, but no
persons arrested.

MR. HALLING: Your Honour, at this point we would like to go to
a part of the witness's admitted ICTY OTP evidence, which is P2026.

We actually would like to play the part of a video that corresponds
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1 to the transcript that we would like to use.

2 In light of the previous ruling with W04401, we would ask to go
3 into private session to be able to play the video excerpt.

4 PRESIDING JUDGE SMITH: 1Into private session, please,

5 Madam Court Officer.

6 [Private session]

7 [Private session text removed]
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[Private session text removed]

[Open session]

THE COURT OFFICER: Your Honours, we're in public session.

MR. HALLING: Now we would like on the screen 098615 to 098626
in both English and Albanian, and we would be starting on page
098618, although there are several pages in this 12-page set we'll
later turn to.

Q. Witness, you saw this page during preparation session. Is this
your handwriting?

A. Yes, I think it's correct.

Q. And it's marked as illegible in the English transcript, but what
is it on the second line to the right of your name? There's
something in parenthesis.

A. Shall I read the entire text?
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Q. I don't know if that's necessary for now, but where it says:

"Haki, we, more specifically Commander Sylejman Selimi ..."

What is that in parenthesis to the right of your name there?

A. That's -- are you referring to Daja or further down? So we have
Deputy Commander Sami Lushtaku.

Q. Yes. So what I'm asking about now is just on the second line.
If you see the red number 098618, it's something in parenthesis
immediately below that number and just to the right of your name.
What is said there?

A. It reads "101," my sign, call sign.

Q. Yes. So now going to the content of this. It does mention you,
101, Deputy Commander Sami Lushtaku, and it says:

"You should supply these people with as modern weapons as
possible. We need them badly. Possibly weapons of the highest
possible calibres. The same is also valid for 'Daja.'"

And then it says:

"Commander Sylejman Selimi.

"Deputy Commander Sami Lushtaku"

Who were you requesting weapons from in this document?

A. We sent some of our members from the Drenica operational area to
Albania and directed them to Haki there but also to Daja, who was
Azem Syla, for them to undertake steps to supply them with weapons,
the group that we sent over there.

Q. And where was Haki based, if you recall?

A. I do not know where he was, either somewhere in Kukes or in
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1 Tropoje. I don't know because I was not there. But I know that they
2 got weapons mostly in Albania. And I think he was based in Tropoje,
3 but I do not know the exact location.

4 Q. Now, you mentioned Azem Syla in one of your previous answers.

5 Is that who Daja is in this request?

6 A. Yes, his nickname is Daja.

7 MR. HALLING: If we can now go to the page before this one,

8 which is 098617.

9 Q. Now, Witness, you also saw this during your preparation session,
10 and you can see on the top of this page, it says 20 May 1998, and

11 then it then says:

12 "On [16 April 1998] at 17:50 hours Lulzim Habib Kuligi came out
13 of Rexhep Kurti's house accompanied by two people. One of them

14 stopped at the gate door, whereas the other accompanied him 500-600
15 metres. We rushed from our position to check his identity. Our

16 verification showed that he was Lulzim Habib Kuligi."

17 And it's declared by a Florim Mustafa, Selim Mustafa, and

18 Isuf Mustafa.

19 Do you recognise any of the names in what I just read to you?
20 A. No, I don't.

21 Q. Who was Rexhep Kurti, if you know?

22 A. Rexhep Kurti was a person from the village of Obri who was

23 killed by the Serbian forces.

24 Q. And you talked about Abri in your statements and interviews

25 admitted yesterday. Is Obri and Abri the same place in the Drenica
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zone?
A. These are two neighbourhoods, two villages actually, who go by
the same name. We have the Abri e Ulet, lower Abri, and upper Abri,

Abri e Eperme.

Q. Was Rexhep Kurti a supporter of Slobodan Milosevic?

A. Yes, he was publicly a supporter of Slobodan Milosevic.

Q. And was this known prior to the start of the war?

A. I don't know. But at the beginning of the war this was known

and nobody dealt with him.

MR. HALLING: I'd now like to go to page 098620.
Q. Witness, the other pages in this set you only looked at in the
preparation as to the handwriting, so I'll take a moment to go over
the contents for my guestions now.

On this page, you see a list of questions:

"When did you first hear of the KLA?

"Who is in the KLA?

"What do you think about the Albanian people?

"What do you think about Serbian policies?

"What do you think about S. Milosevic?

"What do you think about the massacres of the Serbian police?"

Can you explain why questions like this would be found in a set
of papers talking about a Milosevic supporter in your zone?
A. First of all, I do not recognise the handwriting in this paper,
and I do not know the context in which these questions were asked.

Q. Okay.
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1 MR. HALLING: We'll now go to page 098625, which actually is an
2 admitted exhibit already. It's P1644.

3 Q. Now, you see this name Zarko Milograd Spasic, and then at the

4 bottom:

5 "Professor: driver in Ballagevc."

6 Do you know who this person is?

7 A. No, I see it for the first time here.

8 MR. HALLING: We'll now go to 098623.

9 Q. This Miroslav Sulenic from Peje, do you know who this person is?
10 A. No, I don't know him.

11 MR. HALLING: If we can go to the next page forward, which is

12 098624.

13 Q. Dejan Stojikolvic. Do you know this person?

14 A. No, I don't know him.

15 Q. Okay. Why don't we then go to page 098615, which is part of

16 P220, and there are some people on this page that you've talked about
17 before.

18 So first I'll just go over quickly the contents of the page just
19 to orient you. It says on the top 18 May 1998, "Daily Report," and
20 then "Jahir Demaku." And then it says:

21 "Muharrem Demaku went to Rexh Kurti.

22 "Feriz Demaku took a revolver from them.

23 "Ismet Demici is in touch with Rexh Kurti."

24 And then further down the page there is this separate entry:

25 "The Pllum/b/i checkpoint brought a Serbian: Vladimir
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Spasic ..."

And it was received by Sahit Jashari, and you can see a date
down there of 18 May 1998.

My first question is have you seen this daily report before?
A. No, I haven't.
Q. Are you aware of a Muharrem Demaku and what is written as an
Ismet Demici, these two alleged associates of Rexhep Kurti? Do you
know these persons?
A. I don't know if they are associated to him. This is not my
handwriting. It's not directed to me. I see Jahir Demaku here, but
I know nothing about this case.
Q. Do you know about a Vladimir Spasic being taken by Pellumbi
checkpoint and being delivered to Sahit Jashari?
A. No, I'm hearing it for the first time here.
Q. Just from your experience as the zone commander, what actions
were taken by the military police commander when Serbs were
transferred by Drenica units?
A. I am not aware of any such cases having occurred. I do not
recall any.
Q. My question was a little different. It wasn't about recalling
cases. It was about what would happen structurally when such a
transfer occurred. Can you answer that question?
A. And I'm saying that, hypothetically, I have not heard of any
such cases. I don't know what would have happened, but I do not have

any such cases or I do not have any knowledge about any such cases.
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Q. So was a situation like this simply unregulated by the Drenica
zone?
A. I do not know of any such or similar cases having occurred or

any sanctions.

Q. Witness, you're answering the question about whether these cases
occurred. My question is different. 1It's about whether this
situation was regulated by the Drenica zone.

A. And I'm saying that I do not know that any such cases occurred.
Q. I'd now like to show you part of a video.

MR. HALLING: If the Court Officer could please pull up video
P1499, and the subtitled version, which is 05477401 2.

Q. And, Witness, I'll explain what this is just to give some
context. The information in the record and the transcript of the
video suggests that this video depicts Zarko Spasic, a Miroslav from
Peje, a Dejan Stojilkovic and Vladimir Spasic. I want to play about
90 seconds of the video and ask you some questions, but they're
across several different timestamps so it's going to take a moment to
play.

MR. HALLING: For the benefit of the Court, on this occasion
instead of having the English translation of the video portion
itself, could the Court Officer instead put the interrogation
questions page back up in English on one side of the screen, which is
098620 in the 12-page set just discussed. So we'd ask that page to
be on one side and the video on the other. And the first timestamp

to be played is from the 00:00:44 mark to the 00:00:48 mark.
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1 Q. And, Witness, you should be able to hear the video through

2 interpretation. 1I'll play the whole 90 seconds and then ask the

3 question.

4 [Video-clip played]

5 MR. HALLING: So the second timestamp is from the 00:00:55 mark
6 to the 00:00:58 mark.

7 [Video-clip played]

8 MR. HALLING: Now from the 00:01:28 to 00:01:32 mark.

9 [Video-clip played]

10 MR. HALLING: Now 00:02:10 to 00:02:15.

11 [Video-clip played]

12 MR. HALLING: 00:02:39 to 00:02:41.

13 [Video-clip played]

14 MR. HALLING: And the last one we'll let play a little longer,
15 from the 00:03:55 mark to the 00:04:59 mark.

16 [Video-clip played]

17 MR. HALLING:

18 Q. Witness, this video has the same interrogation questions which
19 appear in materials directly linked to your zone and your military
20 police, and you just heard this man claiming to be a prisoner. You
21 were the zone commander. Do you still maintain you had no knowledge
22 of anything like this going on?

23 A. This is -- this, from what I can see, shows that this individual
24 says he was not in Drenica. But even i1f that were to have occurred
25 in Drenica, I am hearing it for the first time.
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And as for the questions, I do not know who has noted down these
questions as I maintained earlier.
Q. He said:
"From the moment when I was detained by the KLA ..."
A. That's correct, yes.
Q. He is part of a video with people that were given to Sahit

Jashari, your military police commander who you said was stationed in

Likoc. You had no idea this was happening?
A. I cannot be certain that this was handed over to Sahit Jashari.
That's what is -- I see written in there. But what you have to know

is that where was this individual detained and who is questioning
him. What we saw is only a note.

Q. Witness, weren't you convicted in the Drenica II EULEX case for
perpetrating war crimes against detainees at Likoc?

MR. DIXON: Your Honour, I do wish to object to this line of
questioning. I mean, it sounds like I'm listening to Defence counsel
here. I mean, this is the Prosecution cross-examining its own
witness. Are they still relying on him as a witness of truth in
these circumstances?

PRESIDING JUDGE SMITH: What's your objection?

MR. DIXON: The objection is cross-examining his own witness,
leading questions. He should not be able to put it in this fashion.

PRESIDING JUDGE SMITH: The objection is overruled.

Go ahead.

MR. HALLING:
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KSC-OFFICIAL PUBLIC

Kosovo Specialist Chambers - Basic Court

Witness: Sylejman Selimi (Resumed) (Open Session) Page 25014

Examination by Mr. Halling (Continued)

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Q. Witness, would you like me to repeat the question?

A. Yes, correct.

Q. Was that conviction upheld on appeal and later by the Supreme
Court?

A. Yes, correct.

Q. And is that conviction for perpetrating war crimes against

detainees at Likoc now final?

A. Yes. Yes, it is final.
Q. Thank you, Witness.
MR. HALLING: Your Honours, we have no further questions.

However, we would like to admit the remaining pages of this range
098615 to 098626. Three pages of this set of 12 have already been
admitted at P220 and P1644. Several more have now been discussed
with this witness, including a page that he wrote and people he
recognised on other pages.

It's also, hopefully, now clear how these pages connect with
another admitted exhibit, P1499, further showing that they should be
understood as a set. And so we tender the remaining pages
accordingly.

PRESIDING JUDGE SMITH: Any objection?

MR. DIXON: Your Honours, yes. We do object. I mean, this is a
pile of documents that came from Belgrade. We have no evidence about
the chain of custody. Some of the documents have been admitted, but
this witness hasn't been able to assist with any of those documents

that haven't been admitted.
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And, really, what the Prosecution should be doing to do this
properly and fairly should be calling somebody who got the documents
to explain where they came from and to get them in that way. Not
through a witness who the Prosecution is challenging, saying that
he's lying under ocath. That's not the way to do it as the
Prosecution.

As I said before, this is the Prosecution acting as Defence
counsel and not in bringing witnesses of truth.

PRESIDING JUDGE SMITH: [Microphone not activated].

MR. DIXON: Yes. That's my objection. Thank you, Your Honours.

PRESIDING JUDGE SMITH: We'll mark these MFI and make a
decision.

[Trial Panel and Court Officer confers]

THE COURT OFFICER: Your Honours, the full set will be assigned
P2037, marked for identification.

PRESIDING JUDGE SMITH: Thank you.

Mr. Misetic, cross-—-examination.

MR. MISETIC: Yes, thank you, Your Honour.

Cross-examination by Mr. Misetic:
Q. Good morning, Mr. Selimi. My name is Luka Misetic, and I am
Defence counsel for Hashim Thaci. And I will have some questions for
you for the rest of the morning and perhaps into the afternoon.

I'd 1like to start off at the beginning, with your first
involvement in the Prekaz group. Could you tell us, first of all,

what was the Prekaz group?
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A. The Prekaz group consisted of a group of people who had -- gave
a great contribution. It was a group that was led by the legendary
commander Jashari, Hamez Jashari, and other people who were part and

parcel of this group.

Q. Just for the record, you said Adem Jashari; correct?
A. Yes.
Q. And in addition to you and Adem Jashari, could you identify who

the other members of the Prekaz group were?
A. Some of those who I knew from the Prekaz group contained
Sami Lushtaku, Sahit Jashari, Fadil Kodra, Nuredin Lushtaku, and

Zenun Kodra.

Q. Okay. Now, 1is it correct that this group --
A. Muse Jashari, too.
Q. Okay. Is it correct that this group, the Prekaz group, would

later transform and become the Drenica zone in the KLA?

A. Yes, that's correct.

Q. And at this time, meaning before the war in 1997, you knew there
was a General Staff in Prishtine but you had no further information
on who the commander was or how it operated; is that correct?

A. I have heard of the General Staff and its members all along, and
I did not know who they were, neither did I know where their
headquarters were or where they were operating from.

Q. Okay. You joined the KLA on 30 January 1997; is that correct?
A. No, I joined much earlier. On 30 January, there was an attempt

to arrest me, and that's when I came out publicly. But I joined from
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when the Jashari compound was surrounded. My uncle was killed. And
since then, we kept our contacts constant with Adem Jashari and his
group.
Q. Okay. I'm reading from your witness statement, which is in
evidence as P02026, at page 12 in the English and page 14 in the
Albanian, and I'll read it. It says:

"... but the concrete, the actual joining of the KLA on my part
was ... the 30th of January [1997]."

Is that not accurate?

A. It is correct. The 30th of January I came out publicly.

Q. You joined the KLA on a voluntary basis?

A. Yes, on a voluntary basis.

Q. And is it correct that initially you were part of local units of

the KLA based on the local village, with fellow villagers gathering
up and organising themselves?

A. That's correct.

Q. Now, is it correct that throughout this period - so from 1997
into March 1998 - you had one higher authority and that was your
commander, Adem Jashari?

A. Yes, correct.

Q. And, again, you did not know anything past Adem Jashari. 1In
other words, you were not aware of anything in a command higher than
Adem Jashari.

A. I knew a lot of people, but Adem Jashari was always in the

vanguard and the principal commander of the Kosovo Liberation Army as
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far as I'm concerned.

Q. Now, you have no personal knowledge of Adem Jashari's contacts
with anybody who may have been in the General Staff, do you?

A. I do not have such knowledge.

Q. Okay. You yourself had no contact with people whom you knew to

be members of the General Staff at the time; is that correct?

A. I may have met a few people or a lot of people. However, I
never knew what position they held, neither did I ask them. I later
came to learn that they were members of the General Staff. However,

until 1998, I had no knowledge about what position people held or
what tasks they carried out.
Q. Now, in your statement at P02026 at page 17 in the English, you
say:

", there was no real structure of the KLA [at this time],
there were no real zones, there was no groups I don't think ..."

Is that an accurate description of the KLA in early 19987
A. Yes, it is correct.
Q. And you've stated in your statement that by the beginning of
1998, you had 10 to 15 soldiers, and you were responsible for one of
the villages in the Drenica area; is that correct?
A. Yes, it is.
Q. And the village you were responsible for was your home village
of Agareve?

A. Yes, correct.

Q. And you were appointed to lead that village and those 10 to 15
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soldiers by Adem Jashari himself; is that correct?
A. Yes, it is correct.
Q. Now, you've stated in your statement at P02026 at page 22 to 23
that at that time there were no levels of command. Meaning in early
—-— or in spring 1998, there were no levels of command between the
soldiers on the ground and the General Staff; is that correct?
A. Yes, it is correct as far as the beginning of 1998 is concerned.
Q. And is it fair to say that the structure at this time was,
generally speaking, friends in the village gathering and trying to
create some sort of organised structure?
A. That's correct.
Q. And so it was this group of people, so amongst yourselves, who
came up with proposals for who would be responsible or who would be
the commander of your zone; is that correct?
A. Let me elaborate a little bit on this. In the Drenica zone,
there were a number of groups and subzones led by people who had
their own soldiers. And out of all these groups or individuals, a
proposal emerged for someone to be the commander of Drenica zone. At
the time, these were known as points or had their call signs, but
that is the situation that existed at the time. It's correct.
Q. Yes, I'd like to take you, on this topic, to your statement
that's in evidence as P1745.

MR. MISETIC: Madam Court Officer, if we could have that on the
screen. English is 6D00067 at page 14. And in the Albanian,

SPOEQ0360459 to 00360498 at page SPOE00360477, which is page 19 in

KSC-BC-2020-06 11 February 2025



KSC-OFFICIAL PUBLIC

Kosovo Specialist Chambers - Basic Court

Witness: Sylejman Selimi (Resumed) (Open Session) Page 25020

Cross-examination by Mr. Misetic

1

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

the PDF'.
Q. Sorry, this is your Zeri interview from 2000.

MR. MISETIC: And it's the paragraph that begins: "After a great
deal of work ..." right in the middle of the page, and in the
Albanian it's at the bottom of the page. Yes.

Q. Here's how you describe how you came to be the commander of the
Drenica zone. You say:

"After a great deal of work over a long period of time, all the
persons in charge of the points or the unit commanders gathered
together in Plluzhina in the summer of 1998 to elect the commander of
the Drenica Operational Zone. Rexhep Selimi, a representative of the
UCK General Headquarters, Bekim Berisha, Sami Lushtaku, Fadil Kodra,
Ilaz Kodra, Zene Prokshi, Rasim Kicina, Jahir Demaku, Gani Thaci,
Xhavit Duraku, and so forth, were present there."

We can stop there. Do you recall now, does that accurately
describe the individuals who were present when you were selected to
be zone commander of Drenica?

A. I think so.
Q. If we continue, it says:

"Some of the commanders were absent, but they had the right to
be recommended, and of course, they would have been elected. The
recommendations were done publicly. Rexhep Selimi said the UCK
HQ ..."

MR. MISETIC: If we could turn the page, please, in Albanian.

In the Albanian, sorry.
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Q. "Rexhep Selimi said the UCK HQ would approve who would be
elected commander from this meeting.”

Now, if we stop there. As I understand what you were saying
there is it's the people from the points who would do the electing of
you or whoever would be the zone commander, and you say Mr. Selimi

said the HQ would just approve whoever you would elect; is that

correct?
A. Yes, it is correct.
Q. And it says:

"I proposed that Fehmi Lladrovci be elected commander.

Sami Lushtaku and Ilaz Kodra supported my proposal. In the meantime,
Zene Prokshi proposed me, and all the people who were present
approved his proposal. Any person who had merit, but who was not
present at the moment, had the right to be elected. My friends
selected me to be approved and I was formally appointed afterward by
the General HQ."

Now, you're saying there that it's your friends who elected you
zone commander of Drenica, and the appointment thereafter by the HQ
was a formality; is that fair?

A. Yes, it is.
Q. Now, I'd like to show you the Prosecution's summary of your
testimony on this point.

MR. MISETIC: And if we could please have F02833/A01, Annex 1,
on the screen, please. Not to be broadcast to the public.

MR. HALLING: Your Honours, I'd just query as to the relevance
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of showing a filing to the witness.

MR. MISETIC: I'm asking him if he agrees with the Prosecution
position.

PRESIDING JUDGE SMITH: The objection is overruled.

Go ahead.

MR. MISETIC: Page 3. Yes. If we could scroll down. Paragraph

Q. It says:

"[You] will speak to [your] election as Drenica [zone]
commander, when Rexhep Selimi attended and approved the election in
his capacity as General Staff representative."

They are right there, are they not, when they say that you were
elected as the zone commander by -- as you call them in the Zeri
interview, by your friends? That's correct, isn't it?

A. Yes, it is a fact that I was elected by them and the proposal
went to the General Staff. That's what I've stated.
Q. Okay. Now --

MR. MISETIC: We can take that down now.

Q. Now, Witness, is it fair to say that even by the spring 1998 you
did not know all of the members of the General Staff?

A. Yes, that is correct.

Q. And one of the people you did know at the time was Hashim Thaci,
in spring 1998; is that correct?

A. Yes, that's correct.

Q. But you did not know, according to what you told the Prosecution
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last week - this is paragraph 80 of Preparation Note 2 - you did not
know what role he had in the General Staff; is that correct?

A. Yes, that is correct. I did not know what role he held at the
beginning of 1998.

Q. Yes. And then you said in a different statement - this is at
P02026 at page 30 of the PDF - you say you don't know for sure what
his role was in the General Staff, but you think at the time he was a
political representative of the General Staff; is that correct?

A. Yes, I believe so.

Q. Okay.

MR. MISETIC: Mr. President, I note the time. 1Is it a good time
for a break?

PRESIDING JUDGE SMITH: If this is a convenient time, we can.

MR. MISETIC: Yes, it's convenient.

PRESIDING JUDGE SMITH: [Microphone not activated].

[The witness stands down]

MR. HALLING: Your Honours, just briefly before the break. We
have three Defence presentation queues for the witness but not that
of the Veseli Defence. I just wanted to confirm if it was coming.

MR. DIXON: 1It's being released as we speak, so it'll be there
in a few seconds.

PRESIDING JUDGE SMITH: Thank you.

MR. DIXON: Thank you, Your Honours.

PRESIDING JUDGE SMITH: We're adjourned for ten minutes.

-—— Break taken at 10.00 a.m.

KSC-BC-2020-06 11 February 2025



KSC-OFFICIAL PUBLIC

Kosovo Specialist Chambers - Basic Court

Witness: Sylejman Selimi (Resumed) (Open Session) Page 25024

Cross-examination by Mr. Misetic

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

-—- On resuming at 10.10 a.m.

PRESIDING JUDGE SMITH: Madam Court Usher, please bring the
witness in.

MR. MISETIC: Mr. President, I just wish to alert you that I'm
going much faster than I had planned, so it will be significantly
less than the amount of time I had asked for.

PRESIDING JUDGE SMITH: Thank you. Thank you for the notice.

MR. MISETIC: Yeah.

[The witness takes the stand]

PRESIDING JUDGE SMITH: All right. Mr. Selimi, we will continue
with the questions from the Thaci Defence.

Go ahead.

MR. MISETIC: Thank you, Mr. President.

Q. Mr. Selimi, just a few questions. In your Zeri interview, you
discuss that Mr. Thaci was present in the Drenica zone at the end of
September 1998, and I just wanted to have you explain the
circumstances at that time in the Drenica zone.

That was the time of the Serb offensive; is that correct?

A. That is correct.

Q. In your own words, can you describe the situation that the
people in the Drenica region had found themselves in in late
September 1998 as a result of the Serb offensive.

A. In September 1998, there was the biggest, largest Serb offensive
in the territory of Drenica, with its main focus in Likoc and the

surrounding villages. The civilians, villagers were in the
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mountains, in the woods. I, together with my soldiers, tried to stop
the advance of these forces, but this was impossible. We were
largely, greatly outnumbered, outgunned. So this was the situation.

I met by chance, sometime in the evening if I remember
correctly, with Hashim Thaci and Rexhep Selimi.

Q. Yes, you said you met by chance, and that's similar to what you
say in the Zeri interview at P1745 at page 22. You say:

"On a day when we had been surrounded and were under great
pressure from all directions by the Serb offensive directed at us,
Hashim Thaci, Rexhep Selimi, Jahir Demaku, Hysni Thaci, Zene Demaku,
Avdi Raci, and Tahir Desku happened to be in Abri e Eperme."

Is that correct?

A. That's correct.

Q. In the Zeri interview you say they happened to be in Abri e
Eperme, and you now in your answer to me you said you encountered
them by chance. Can you explain what you mean by they happened to be
there and you encountered them by chance? How did they happen to be
there?

A. As the fighting expanded in the area of Likoc and around it, the
Serbian forces started attacking some locations in the lower Abri,
and at the same time they launched attacks on the upper Abri. Other
forces were coming from Kieve and Drenas and penetrating into Baice
and other villages around Kieve. And, yes, we then met by chance in
Abri. And I think that together with these individuals was Tahir

Desku and some other people.
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Q. Yes. And Drenica -- the Drenica region is Mr. Thaci's home
region; is that correct?
A. Yes, that's correct.

PRESIDING JUDGE SMITH: Can we get an approximate date for this
encounter?

MR. MISETIC: Yes.
Q. Can you tell us approximately when this took place? I think --
actually, let me draw your attention to it specifically. You say in
the Zeri interview:

"... [they] happened to be in Abri e Eperme. My birthday is
25 September, and Tahir Desku happened to have a bottle of brandy,
and we raised a glass of it to my birthday."

So was it on or about 25 September when you encountered them

there?
A. Yes.
Q. Now, as I was saying, and as you confirmed, Drenica is

Mr. Thaci's home region, so he had reason to be in the region for
personal reasons as well; is that correct?

A. That is correct. He's from Drenica, and his family, relatives',
friends' movements were certainly at this time in or around Drenica.
Q. And is it correct Mr. Thaci was not there to inspect troops; is

that correct?

A. That's correct.
Q. Now, let me just ask you just a few other questions about the
Drenica zone. Was there a brigade in the Drenica zone known as Hasan
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Prishtina?

A. No, not in Drenica.

Q. Was FARK present in Drenica, in the Drenica zone?

A. No.

Q. Are you aware of any issues that the LDK had in the Drenica zone

with the KLA or that the KLA had with the LDK in the Drenica zone?

A. No, I don't recall any.

Q. Now, let me turn to a different topic. Mr. Selimi -- and let me
actually put the Zeri interview on the screen.

MR. MISETIC: P1745 at page 25, and the same in the Albanian.

In the Albanian, it is 6D00-0792. And it should start -- yeah, there
it is. The paragraph at the bottom, "The international
community ..."

I'm told that the Albanian we'd like is in the same document as
the English version except it's at page 33 in that PDF. And in the
third row in the middle -- yes. And if we can scroll down a little
bit more. Right there. Actually, scroll up just a little bit.

Right there. Yes.

Q. I don't know if you can read that. Can you read that,

Mr. Selimi? The paragraph begins: "The international community
decided to organise ..."

And here you're talking about the Rambouillet conference. And
you say:

"The international community decided to organise an

international conference on Kosovo. They sought a political solution
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